that, by any ingenuity whatever, this result can be otherwise explained in the present instance; and it appears to us that a most serious liability is now thrown on all those, who encourage the use of chloroform as a means of escaping the pain of operations not themselves attended with even a remote danger to life. We still remain of the opinion expressed in our last Number, that in severe operations the probable benefit is far greater than the probable risk; but no one is justified, as it seems to us, in running such a risk for a mere avoidance of the pain of the extraction of a tooth. We have reason to know that, in the practice of a dentist who lias most largely employed it, and whose success is much quoted as an argument in favour of its exliibition'for this purpose, troublesome and long-continued disorders of the nervous system have followed its use in several instances.?The communication with which Mr. Nunncley has favored us will be read with interest, as suggesting a new and perhaps more advantageous mode of employing anajsthetic agents.
Report of the Principal Facts connected with a Fatal Case of Chloroform Inhalation which occurred in Cincinnati.
The subject of the following report, Mrs. Martha G. Simmons, was at the time of her decease thirty-five years and ten months old. Her husband states that she generally enjoyed excellent health; sometimes she was "nervous," and suffered occasionally with neuralgic pains about the face and pain in the ear, apparently arising from decayed teeth. She also suffered at times from " sick headache."
She was the mother of six children, Eve of whom are still living; her last accouchement occurred eight weeks previous to her death. Nothing unusual occurred, either at the time of parturition, or subsequently ; her health remained good, and the ordinary quantity of milk was secreted.
On This much Mr. Nunneley was prepared to state, that chloroform appeared to be most deleterious to life, to require the greatest care in its administration, and that the boundary up to a fatal dose is by no means well marked?that of two animals, in apparently the same condition, the same dose being given in precisely the same way to both, the one may speedily die, while the other will bear it with impunity, ?that from the effects observed, he has reason to think the ultimate effects are in some respects not dissimilar to those produced by prussic acid,?that to some animals, as for instance the newt, the frog, the toad, some fish, slugs, snails, and some insects, the effects arc more rapidly fatal than prussic acid of Schcclc's strength; and that, even iu higher animals, when under the influence of an incomplete dose, or recovering from the effects of a large dose of either chloroform or prussic acid' the phenomena are in many respects very similar; and further, that the numerous post-mortem examinations which he has made, fully corroborated this opinion. He stated that acetic ether, with which lie had made numerous experiments, possessed very considerable ana:sthetic powers,?that bisulphuret of carbon does also to some extent, possess similar power, and so far as his experiments go, it is very important to add, that this power is of a safe character, the animal speedily recovering-.
But of all these remedies, he believes that sulphuric ether will be found the safest and least noxious to life. 
